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BOOK REVIEW 

&ologkbe Blockeh by Dieter Schke, Springer, 
Berlin, 1986.355 pp. DM 118. 

If imitation is the siluxrW form of flattery, then I can only 
welcome this new German textbook, since it is mod&d 
on my own l reduction to Ecctiogiad Riocbemistry* the 
second edition of which was published in 1982. This text 
has 70 mofc pages and is much more axpensive, but it does 
pack in more information. Also, space is saved on most 
paw by using small print for some of the points of datai\. 
There are additionaUy many excelknt summarizing tables 
a&d&rams. 

The book opens with a gene4 introductioa to living 
organismsandtheirmctabolismandthcnthereisa 
particularly full and up.to4ate accouitt of biochemiil 
adaptation. A short cbaptcr on dklopatlty is followed by 
two on plant-animal and plant-microbial interactions. 
Then there is a long chapter on anim&animal interac- 
tions, with details of pigment biolu~ phcro- 
Enones and toxins. The last chapter is a brief account of 
symbiosis. 

Like any work of this type crossing sevd di&pGnef 
there are bound to be some errors of &tag. it is 
unfortunate, for example, that recent chemical studies on 
host-spa& toxins arc not re&ctsd in these pages. 
HelmintJwaporoskk the toxin(s) of Hefmintlrarpai~ 
su&mi, is still given the wrong form&, aithoufi 
corrected structures were worked out in 1982 AIso the 
author has szlicd on a 1926 r&rence for a report of 
quercitrin in the Marbled White butterfly, in spite of the 
fact that Mod and Thomson showed ill 1963 that this 
in8a3 sequesters !iwonc4 not 6nvon04 from its laival 
food plant. There arc a few other errors as we& but 
generally they do not detract from the vlluc of this book. 
There is an cxc&cnt 40 page reference section, where 
literature rcfelmxzs usefully include the titles Of pppers. 
Although thne ia an adequate generai index, the ahaence 
of an organism index is regrctta&. 
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